Oedipus Rex

Sophocles

Plot Line

A. Present action begins

1. Question of cause of plague

2. Oedipus promises a solution for the people.

B. Second event

3. Creon reports that the oracle mysteriously points to a “pollution” as the cause of the plague, with both related to the murder of Laius.

4. Oedipus again affirms to discover the truth  (slight increase of tension).

C. Third event/ first crisis

5. Teirsias accuses Oedipus of cause of  pollution and of murder but has no evidence.

6. Oedipus responds with accusation of treason.

7. Result: action almost goes away from discovery of truth (toward false accusation of Teiresias.)

D.  Fourth event/ resolution of first crisis

8. Oedipus accuses Creon of treason.

9. Creon defends himself: Jocasta and Chorus intercede on Creon’s behalf.

10. Result: Oedipus withdraws his accusation and points investigation on himself.

E. Fifth event/ second crisis

11. Jocasta tries to calm Oedipus ( and to misdirect the action) by claiming falsehood of prophecy of Laius’s death.

12. Result: Oedipus’s memory of his killing someone at place of three roads points him to his own guilt in murder of Laius.

13. Second result: “false resolution” of crisis in Jocasta’s and Oedipus’s hope for a discrepancy between robbers and a single traveler.

F. Sixth event/third crisis

14. Corinthian brings message of death of Polybus and that Oedipus is not Polybus’s son.

15. Oedipus is totally confused and worried about his origins.

16. “False resolution” Jocasta tries to dissuade Oedipus from further investigation.

17. Oedipus vows to pursue truth to its source.

G. Seventh event/ climax

18. Shepherd informs Oedipus that he is son of Laius.

19. Oedipus sees the truth and horror of his guilt.

H. Eighth event/ denouement

20. Narrative of Jocasta’s suicide.

21. Oedipus publicly confesses his guilt.

22. Creon assumes power in Thebes and Oedipus banishes himself.

