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Classifying languages by morphological type:

Analytic

Synthetic 
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Analytic Languages (AKA Isolating languages)

• Made up of sequence of free morphemes.

• Each word consists of a single morpheme (that has function and meaning).

• Affixes are NOT used.

• Purely analytic languages make no use of ANY morphological process at all!
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Mandarin Chinese
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Synthetic Languages

• Bound morphemes are attached to other morphemes so a word maybe 
made up of several meaningful elements.

• Derivation and inflection are used in these languages.
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Hungarian
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Hungarian- cont
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Hungarian- possession and location
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Types of synthetic languages

1. Agglutinating languages

2. Fusional Languages

3. Polysenthetic languages
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