
Chapter 5 

 

I- Adverbials:  

1. optional elements in the sentence 

2. provide background information on when, where, why, and how 

3. Can be realized as PPs, NPs, or Clauses (refer to Chapter 7) 

(Sami drove the car to work-PP-  that evening-NP-) 

(She wrote the story quickly VS She is quick) 

 

4. Can modify verbs: (She wrote the story quickly) 

5. Can modify sentences: (Unfortunately, she lied) 

 

II- Prepositional verbs: 

1. Verbs that are associated with specific prepositions: abide by, glance at, lean 

against, allow for, approve of, defer to, refer to… 

2. Do not have an idiosyncratic meaning (remain relatively literal) 

3. Verb functions as head of VP (They abided by the contract) 

4. Preposition functions as head of PP (They abided [by the contract]) 

5. Prepositional phrase functions as object (prepositional object): (They abided [by 

the contract]) 

6. Pronominalized objects can not intervene between verb and preposition. 
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III- Phrasal verbs: 

1. Verbs that are associated with specific prepositions: called up, covered up, turned in, 

put down, switched on/off, shut down, take off, give in… 

2. Has an idiosyncratic meaning (can not be understood in a literal sense) 

3. Verb AND preposition are one unit, and function as head of phrase: She called up her 

friend 

4. Pronominalized objects can intervene between verb and preposition. 

 

IV- Phrasal Prepositional Verbs: 

1. Combine a verb, a particle, and a preposition, and an NP: put up with, come up with… 

2. Can not be passivized: Expenses were not cut down on*  

 

 Prepositional Adverbials VS Prepositional Objects: 

1. Adverbials are optional: I swam in the pool 

2. Objects are mandatory: I went to the library 
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