Geography
English:

In ancient times, Greece extended from the Balkans at the southeast corner of Europe to include
scattered islands to the south and east as well as the area along the coast of Anatolia.
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Geology

English:

The landscape was mountainous and rugged except in the coastal plains and occasional inland valleys.
The agricultural economy of the Greeks was based on small farms individually owned.
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History
English:
1600 BC: Minoans taken over by Mycenaeans (flourished till 1125 BC).
1150 BC: Dorians invade, Mycenaeans flee to Anatolia.
Minoan and Mycenaean cultures continued in lonia (east).
Minoan culture: began 3400 BC, peaked 1600-1400 BC.
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City Alliances: Sparta & Athens
English:
Sparta: Militaristic, aristocratic society.
Athens: Cosmopolitan, democratic, merged Mycenaean & Dorian culture.
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Economy
English:
The Greek enterprise was based on sea trade and manufacturing, especially bronze and ceramics.
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The Dark Ages & Archaic Period
English:
Dark Ages: Mainland Greece declined.
750 BC: Stone architecture reappears.

Archaic Period (750-500 BC): Early decorative arts appear.
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The Classical Period
English:
500-323 BC
Marked by the rise of the classical style.
Athens led the flourishing during the 5th century BC.
Sparta became the center of influence in the 4th century BC.
Ended with the death of Alexander the Great.
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The Hellenistic Period

English:

323-30BC

Spread of Greek culture, language, and power into the Middle East and Far East.

Ended with the Roman takeover.
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Religion

English:

Greeks worshipped natural phenomena. Gods represented these forces.

Deities were local; each city had its own gods and traditions.

Recognized major gods:
Zeus (sky and king of gods)
Apollo (music, literature)
Aphrodite (love)

Athena (wisdom)
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Philosophy
English:
Greeks valued perfection in body and mind.
Curious about the gods, nature, and humanity.
In the 6th century BC, natural philosophy emerged.
Valued logos (reason, logic) as a contrast to chaos.
Sought harmony, balance, and proportion.
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Greek Architectural Character
English:

Classical Greek architecture is known for developing the three principal orders in the 7th century BC:
Doric

lonic

Corinthian

Each order contains 3 parts:

Stylobate

Column

Entablature

Each column has 3 parts:

Base

Shaft

Capital
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Entablature also has 3 parts:
Architrave
Frieze

Cornice

Pediment sits above the entablature.
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The Doric Order

1. General Characteristics
English:
Stands without a base directly on the floor, usually with 3 steps (stylobate).
Earliest columns were very slender.
Later Doric columns became excessively thick.
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2. Proportions
English:
Considered the sturdiest order. Based on the proportion of a man.
Early columns: height = 4x diameter.
5th century BC: 5.5 — 5.75x diameter.

Hellenistic period: over 7x diameter.

The shaft tapers (becomes thinner) at the top.
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3. Fluting
English:
Shaft is usually divided into 20 shallow flutes or channels.
Sometimes: 12, 16, 18, or 24 flutes.
Separated by sharp “arrises”.
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4. Capital

English:
Consists of abacus and echinus.
Near the base of the echinus are annulets (horizontal fillets) that stop the vertical flutes.
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5. Entablature
English:
It has 3 parts:
Architrave: The principal beam (main horizontal block).
Frieze: Made of triglyphs and metopes.
Cornice: The uppermost horizontal projecting part.
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