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HIGH-ALERT MEDICATIONS

� Drugs that bear a heightened risk of causing significant patient 
harm when they are used in error. (ISMP, 2018)

� Although mistakes may or may not be common with these drugs, 
the consequences of an error are clearly more devastating to 
patients.
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HIGH-ALERT MEDICATIONS

�To reduce the risk of errors associated with high-alert medications:

a)standardizing the ordering(forms), storage, preparation, and administration of 
these products;*

b)improving access to information about these drugs;

c)limiting access to high-alert medications;

d)using auxiliary labels and automated alerts;

e)employing independent double-checks when necessary.
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High Alert medication List According to ISMP
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High Alert medication List According to ISMP
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Is This list the same for all hospital? 

� NO
� The previous list is based on error reports submitted to the ISMP National Medication Errors 

Reporting Program (ISMP MERP), reports of harmful errors in the literature, studies that 
identify the drugs most often involved in harmful errors, and input from practitioners and 
safety experts, 

� However, every institution should customize its list according to error reports and its 
formulary guidelines. 
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HIGH-ALERT MEDICATIONS

� E.g. Potassium chloride:  Why? 

� It can precipitate cardiac arrest within a minute if injected too fast 
or in  too high a does
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HIGH-ALERT MEDICATIONS
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In-service 

�Bring the full list of high alert medications and explain to 
your classmates why they pose a concern?

�Check if there are special precautions to reduce 
associated potential errors?
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“Now” and “Stat” ORDERS

� STAT and NOW medication orders are implemented as soon as possible, based on patient
need, within 60 minutes of receipt of the written or electronic order.

� Stat medications, from the Latin statim, meaning ‘immediately

� A “stat” order suggests a possible emergency condition, one where treatment must
immediately be undertaken. Tests not designated as “stat” can occur when possible- a
few hours, the next day or even next week.

� Stat medications are reserved for the highest priority orders and life-threatening
situations.
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“Now” and “Stat” ORDERS

� Clinical examples of the appropriate use of the STAT designation include:
a) orders for patients with hemorrhages or allergic reactions.

� E.g of a stat order:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0l0SF8Sjg8

� Stat order vs. A one-time order ?

STUDENTS-HUB.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0l0SF8Sjg8
https://students-hub.com


Emergency Trolly (Crash Cart) 

� a cart stocked with emergency 
medical equipment, supplies, and 
drugs for use by medical personnel 
especially during efforts to resuscitate 
a patient experiencing cardiac arrest.

� Crash cart Check list e.g.
� https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/

pdf_file/0031/974353/2020_RRESS_resuscitation
_trolley_checklist_V1.2.pdf

� http://www.kznhealth.gov.za/mcwh/ChildHealth/
ess-pack/10.3 EmergencyTrolley Checklist 
PHC.pdf
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Emergency Trolly Drugs 
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Emergency Trolly Drugs 
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Hospitals Codes

�Some of the more widely used codes in hospitals include

�code blue: cardiopulmonary arrest.

�code silver: active shooter.

�Code black: bomb threat 
�code yellow: lost patient 

�code white: violent patent .

�code green: emergency activation (go)
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� Thank you J
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