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The Description of Vowels
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• Vowels are the most sonorant (intense) and the most audible sounds in 
speech.

• They often function as the syllable nuclei.

• The consonants surrounding them  often depend on them for their 
audibility. 

• Vowels do NOT have a place or manner of articulation.

• They are almost always voiced.
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Types of Vowels 

• Monophthongs

• Diphthongs 
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We describe vowels in terms of 

• Tongue Height

• Tongue Advancement

• Lip Rounding 

• Tenseness 
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