Working with Others

Scientists or engineers seldom work in isolation from one another but rather
work cooperatively. You will learn more physics and have more fun doing it if
you work with other students. Some professors may formalize the use of cooper-
ative learning or facilitate the formation of study groups. You may wish to form
your own informal study group with members of your class who live in your
neighborhood or dorm. If you have access to e-mail, use it to keep in touch with
one another. Your study group is an excellent resource when reviewing for
exams.

Lectures and Taking Notes

An important component of any college course is the lecture. In physics this is
especially important because your professor will frequently do demonstrations of
physical principles, run computer simulations, or show video clips. All of these are
learning activities that will help you to understand the basic principles of physics.
Don’t miss lectures, and if for some reason you do, ask a friend or member of your
study group to provide you with notes and let you know what happened.

Take your class notes in outline form, and fill in the details later. It can be very
difficult to take word for word notes, so just write down key ideas. Your professor
may use a diagram from the textbook. Leave a space in your notes and just add
the diagram later. After class, edit your notes, filling in any gaps or omissions and
noting things you need to study further. Make references to the textbook by page,
equation number, or section number.

Make sure you ask questions in class, or see your professor during office
hours. Remember the only “dumb™ question is the one that is not asked. Your col-
lege may also have teaching assistants or peer tutors who are available to help

you with difficulties you may have.
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